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dependent on the four main historical highways, the
longest of which runs from Scutari through Ismid, Boli,
Amasia, and Tokat, right across the northern section of
the peninsula to Erzerum and the frontier Russian
fortress of Kars. The second, starting from the Euxine
at Samsun, strikes the former at Amasia, and again
leaves it at Tokat, running thence nearly due south to
Sivas. Here it branches off in two directions, south-
westwards to Kaisarieh and through the Cilician Gates
over the Taurus to the Mediterranean at Mersina, east-
wards through Arabkir and Erzinghan to Erzerum.
Another branch connects Kaisarieh with the Tigris at
Diarbekr. The third main line runs from Trebizond
southwards to Erzerum, where it trends eastwards to
Bayazid on the Eussian frontier, and thence across the
Persian border to Tabriz. This has from time imme-
morial formed the great highway of communication for
Persia with the Euxine and the West. Lastly, the
fourth main route runs from the Sea of Marmora south-
eastwards through Brussa, Kiutayah, and Eonia, to
Eregli, beyond which it crosses the Taurus also by the
Cilician passes, winding thence by Adana round Alex-
andretta Bay to Skanderun (Alexandretta), where it sends
off branches eastwards to Aleppo, southwards to Antiochia.
This formerly much-frequented route is now little used
for through traffic.